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SUPPORTING HISPANIC & LATINX STUDENTS

1) Understand why collaboration is key for Hispanic & Latinx student 

outreach and retention. Why do we need all hands on deck? 

2) Learn about South Carolina Centro Latino (El Centro) and discuss how 

we can collaborate with the SC Technical College System.  

Visit: https://www.uscupstate.edu/academics/el-centro

3) Identify opportunities for institutions to co-create initiatives for student 

outreach and retention across: 

1) Campuses

2) Locally

3) Statewide and beyond 

https://www.uscupstate.edu/academics/el-centro


Source: https://www.sctechsystem.edu/colleges.html

https://www.sctechsystem.edu/colleges.html


Hispanic Student Enrollment Data

SC Technical College System 



▪ “First-time enrollment by 
Latina/o students 
plummeted by nearly 20 
percent last fall.” 

▪ “The sudden drop, which 
followed years of progress 
raising Latina/o enrollment 
and completion rates, 
reflects the unequal toll 
the pandemic has taken 
on the health and 
finances of people of 
color.” 

Source: https://www.chronicle.com/article/colleges-counted-on-
enrolling-latino-students-now-theyre-scrambling

“Black and Latina/o Americans 

are more likely than white 

Americans to have lost during 

the pandemic, and more than 

twice to have been infected with 

the coronavirus.”

https://www.chronicle.com/article/colleges-counted-on-enrolling-latino-students-now-theyre-scrambling


Source: 

https://www.nbcnews.com/new

s/latino/latino-college-

enrollment-was-upswing-

covid-taken-toll-rcna1572

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/latino-college-enrollment-was-upswing-covid-taken-toll-rcna1572








Source:

Latino College Completion—

South Carolina, Excelencia in 

Education

https://www.edexcelencia.org/research/latino-college-completion/south-carolina


https://www.latinosforeducation.org/

https://www.latinosforeducation.org/


Link: https://www.goupstate.com/story/news/2021/08/23/2020-census-shows-more-hispanic-asian-multiracial-spartanburg-county/8149174002/

https://www.goupstate.com/story/news/2021/08/23/2020-census-shows-more-hispanic-asian-multiracial-spartanburg-county/8149174002/


El Centro’s MISSION

• USC Upstate establishes itself as the University of choice and 

retention for Latina/o students; and be welcoming to Latina/o 

families and communities across South Carolina, and beyond.

• Provides thought leadership on authentic community outreach 

and inclusion through three pillars: Latinx Interdisciplinary 

Studies, the Public Humanities, and Translation & Community 

Interpreting.

• Creates an institutional space of belonging, civility, wellness and 

equity.



El Centro’s VISION 

SCCL is nationally and 

internationally recognized for its 

collaborative, community-based, 

cultural, and linguistic approach to 

increasing the visibility of Latinx 

Interdisciplinary Studies, the Public 

Humanities, Translation & Community 

Interpreting, and talent in all spheres 

of higher education and civic life.



El Centro’s CORE VALUES 

▪ Celebration 

▪ Civic Leadership

▪ Collaboration

▪ Compañerismo

▪ Cultural humility 

▪ Dialogue 

▪ Dignity 

▪ Diversity

▪ Inclusion  

▪ Integrity 

▪ Language is an 

ASSET 

▪ Listening 

▪ Mentoring 

▪ Retention

▪ Racial equity

▪ Respect



THE PUBLIC HUMANITIES 

PILLAR II   
Humanities for All offers five key “overarching goals” that help catalog what the public 

humanities can do and these include the following: 

1. Informing contemporary debates

2. Amplifying community voices and histories

3. Helping individuals and communities navigate difficult 

experiences

4. Expanding educational access

5. Preserving culture in times of crisis and change
(Fisher)



https://www.uscupstate.edu/academics/el-centro

https://www.uscupstate.edu/academics/el-centro


LEARNING OUTCOMES 

3) Identify opportunities for 

institutions to co-create 

initiatives for student 

outreach and retention 

across: 

1) Campuses

2) Locally

3) Statewide and beyond 











❑ Mary Black School of 

Nursing—DEI Training  

❑ JCBE 

❑ Sociology 

❑ Spartanburg Academic 

Movement 

❑ Senator’s Office

❑ SC Tech Colleges

❑ PASCAL Libraries

❑ Community Bank 

❑ Big Brothers Big Sisters

❑ PASOs   

❑ Humanities for All

❑ Many more collaborators





LEARNING OUTCOMES 

3) Identify opportunities for 

institutions to co-create 

initiatives for student 

outreach and retention 

across: 

1) Campuses

2) Locally

3) Statewide and beyond 



Source: 

https://www.facebook.com/learnwSAM

https://www.facebook.com/learnwSAM


Spartanburg Academic Movement

https://www.learnwithsam.org/

“SAM embodies a new civic architecture, which has 

become known as the “collective impact” approach. 

Americans feel alienated from and distrustful toward 

most structures of authority these days, but this is one 

they can have faith in. SAM organizes the community 

of Spartanburg around a common project. Then it 

creates an informal authority structure that 

transcends public-sector/private-sector lines, that 

rallies cops and churches, the grass roots and the 

grass tops. Members put data in the center and use 

it as a tool not for competition but for collaboration. 

Like the best social service organizations, it is high 

on empathy and high on engineering. It is local, 

participatory and comprehensive.” –David Brooks, 

NYT 

Source: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/08/opinion/collective-

impact-community-civic-architecture.html

https://www.learnwithsam.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/08/opinion/collective-impact-community-civic-architecture.html






LEARNING OUTCOMES 

3) Identify opportunities for 

institutions to co-create 

initiatives for student 

outreach and retention 

across: 

1) Campuses

2) Locally

3) Statewide and beyond 





Join Statewide effort to recruit Hispanic & 

Latinx students 
ARIAN Bonetto Fernandez, M.B.A.

(he/his/him)

Assistant Director for Admissions

Hispanic Recruitment Coordinator

HABLO ESPAÑOL!

Office of Admissions

Access Initiatives and Pre-College Programs

College of Charleston

Office (843) 953-3626

fernandeza@cofc.edu

• Recruitment season, sharing best practices amongst ourselves for 

the following events (what works, what doesn't):

o College Application Month

▪ App help?

▪ FAFSA help?

▪ etc.

o School visits

▪ The dreaded lunch-hour high school visit.

o Parents

▪ Their concerns, questions, etc.

▪ Language/Culture barrier.

o HS counselors

▪ Building a strong professional connection

• Additional ideas for opportunities to work together.

• Culture, Language, Diversity and Inclusivity.

• P.L.A.C.E. Hispanic/Latino Affairs Division 

| Commission for Minority Affairs (sc.gov)

• Contact Ivan Segura at 803-995-8518 or 

isegura@cma.sc.gov

• They can help with research, surveys, etc.

• Link: https://cma.sc.gov/minority-population-

divisions/hispaniclatino-affairs-

division?fbclid=IwAR3MuRorzt5m94RsmFG78hmmTyw

jfrwwuVzBq6HaPXPx3y90XqcZMr8JO6M

mailto:fernandeza@cofc.edu
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcma.sc.gov%2Fminority-population-divisions%2Fhispaniclatino-affairs-division&data=04%7C01%7CHERNAN49%40uscupstate.edu%7Cf85bcd27611d4013663408d9a2dca185%7C8cba7b629e8646c69b1b06504a61c72d%7C0%7C0%7C637719890772845918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kze2Pk5r7PBYXu9MG8aOL66bhfd9ZTPd8LB7jqFdijY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:isegura@cma.sc.gov
https://cma.sc.gov/minority-population-divisions/hispaniclatino-affairs-division?fbclid=IwAR3MuRorzt5m94RsmFG78hmmTywjfrwwuVzBq6HaPXPx3y90XqcZMr8JO6M








Link: 

https://marshallparthenon.com/28409

/uncategorized/guest-speaker-raises-

awareness-on-latino-population-in-

west-

virginia/?print=true&fbclid=IwAR29

2dQDiVtNqHeywiHERlZV1eyjhst-

39jb2gt1uoFATTMetDjC1DWswWs

https://marshallparthenon.com/28409/uncategorized/guest-speaker-raises-awareness-on-latino-population-in-west-virginia/?print=true&fbclid=IwAR292dQDiVtNqHeywiHERlZV1eyjhst-39jb2gt1uoFATTMetDjC1DWswWs






Dr. Mildred García, President

American Association of State Colleges and 

Universities 
“Our institutions need to really 

know their communities in their 

language and in their space. Know 

who is in your area, these are 

stewards of place, they are in the 

community. So the first thing the 

institution needs to see is are you 

serving the population you say 

you’re going to serve in your 

mission and in your vision, which 

is your community.” 
Source: 

https://twitter.com/AtlanticLIVE/status/1367182231660281872?s=20

https://twitter.com/AtlanticLIVE/status/1367182231660281872?s=20


South Carolina Centro Latino

Contact: sccl@uscupstate.edu
https://www.uscupstate.edu/academics/el-centro

❖ Questions? 

❖ How can we 

collaborate with 

SC Technical 

College System? 

University of South Carolina Upstate

Up is where we live.

mailto:sccl@uscupstate.edu
https://www.uscupstate.edu/academics/el-centro


2022 TLT SPRING SESSIONS

January 18 State of the Division

February 15 Mental Health for Faculty & Staff

March 15 Professional Imaging Day at GTC

April 19 Service Learning 101

May 17 Where's Waldo?: Locating Instructor Presence in 
Online Courses

Want to showcase your expertise? Is there a teaching technique that has been 
effective in the classroom? Apply to be a TLT presenter! For more information and full 
schedule: www.sctechsystem.edu/tlt

http://www.sctechsystem.edu/tlt


GIVE US YOUR FEEDBACK

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Nov2021TLT

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Nov2021TLT

